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When Lori Driessnack closed 
the doors of her beloved Mt. Pleas-
ant coffee shop, University Cup, 
she wasn’t stepping away from 
students—she was stepping to-
ward them.

“I realized that what I was do-
ing every day with my baristas—
supporting, encouraging, guiding 
them through college—wasn’t all 
that different from student suc-
cess coaching,” Driessnack said.

After years of informally men-
toring CMU student employ-
ees, Driessnack made it official—
first as a success coach, then as 
an academic advisor in the col-
lege of business during the pan-
demic. When the opportunity 
arose to help support students be-
yond the walls of the classroom, 
she knew it was the right fit. The 
chance to build something from 
the ground up—centered around 
relationships, support, and com-
munity—aligned perfectly with 
her strengths and passion.

“When the opportunity came 
to help launch a new student en-
gagement office in Grawn Hall, 
I jumped at it,” she said. “I love 
building things. I did it with the 
coffee shop. I was excited to do it 
again—this time with students at 
the center.”

Today, Driessnack is the asso-
ciate director of student engage-
ment and professional develop-
ment and director of the CMU 
Business Residential College 
(BRC), where she’s helped build 
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Alma’s Ammi Wright wasn’t ex-
actly a Yankee Doodle Dandy but 
who knows if his July 5th birthday 
was close enough to have helped 
win a $50,000 grant for the res-

toration of his home.
The Wright House Restoration 

volunteers who aim to turn his 
mansion into a museum, were de-
lighted to learn of the grant from 
America250MI, a state group 
planning to celebrate America’s 
250th birthday next year.

According to Pat Benson, who 
heads the group of volunteers, 
there were several themes the 
Wright group could choose from 
in the grant application.

”We chose “Power of Place” and 
“Doing History,” she said.

Those themes easily relate to 
the nation and the state with 
Wright, who was the founding 
father, so to speak, in developing 
businesses, farms, and industry in 
Gratiot County.

Although nearly $1 million has 
been raised and spent so far on 
the restoration, about $1.3 mil-
lion more is needed, Benson said.

Following the rules of the 
grant, that $50,00 will be spent 
largely on landscaping, along 
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More good news for the Wright House
A 3D rendering 
of the 
refurbished 
Wright House.
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A Central Michigan University 
professor emeritus has translated 
to English a book that helped 
spark international awareness of 
Korean War atrocities and shaped 
how the war and its moral dimen-
sions are currently understood.

As the 75th anniversary of the 
start of the Korean War on June 
25, 1950 approaches, the Cora di 
Brazza Foundation — a small non-
profit founded by Dr. Hope Eliza-
beth May, an attorney and Central 
Michigan University professor of 
philosophy — has announced 
the first publicly available En-
glish-language edition of “For-
gotten Pain,” a 1994 memoir by 
Eun Yong Chung.

The memoir launched a move-
ment that led to a bi-lateral in-
vestigation by the United States 
and the Republic of Korea into 
whether the U.S. committed war 
crimes during the Korean War, 
and CMU Professor Emeritus Dr. 
Won Kwang Paik, who taught po-
litical science at CMU, translated 
the book, May said.

The investigation happened 
during the Clinton administra-
tion and has been largely for-
gotten, according to May, who is 
scheduled to go to Washington, 
D.C. in July for a conference spon-
sored by the Korean War Legacy 
Foundation.

The memoir is important to-
day given current events, and is 
a teachable moment to educate 
the public about the Geneva Con-
ventions, a series of international 
treaties, first established in 1864 
and significantly revised in 1949, 
that aim to protect people during 
wartime.

These treaties outline funda-
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MEMOIR OF PAIN
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The English version of ‘Forgotten Pain,’ translated by CMU Professor Emeritus Won Kwang Paik, 
Ph.D., will be available in paperback and Kindle editions on Amazon June 25.
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“I always kept up with my annual mammograms, and with no family history,
I never expected to hear those words: ‘You have breast cancer.’ I feel blessed to
have such an amazing team working for me, and these caring experts are right
here in my back yard. I am grateful for their guidance on a difficult journey and
thank them from the bottom of my heart.”

For more information about MyMichigan
Health’s Comprehensive Breast Program,
visit mymichigan.org/breasthealth.

Go-ToPlace for Breast Cancer Care

Alese Evon, Ithaca
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with a permanent exhibit 
for the museum.

“0ur historical group de-
signed it,” she said of the 
mural created by the team 
made up of volunteers. “It 
will be placed on the wall 
of Wright’s bedroom with a 
timeline (of his accomplish-
ments and contributions to 
the community.)”

There will also be a video 
telling his story along with 
pictures and information, 
she said. That information 
will be available in braille 
too, she added.

The landscaping is ex-
pected to be completed in 
time for the 2026 festivities 
and events celebrating the 
country’s birthday — and 
Wright’s — that are now be-
ing planned with the city, 
Benson said.

Once it’s completed the 
museum will welcome visi-

tors to all three floors of the 
mansion and it will include 
an antique shop as well as a 
caterer’s kitchen.

Groups and individuals 
will be able to rent the mu-
seum for parties and events.

About 50 to 60 people 
now volunteer on a weekly 
basis, Benson said, adding 
that about 700 families in 
the county have donated to 
the restoration fund. And, 
its Facebook page has about 
3,400 friends or followers.

“Those are really good 

numbers for a community 
this size,” she said.

Donations can be made to 
the Gratiot County Historical 
Society — just write “Wright 
House” on the “memo” of the 
check, she said.

The group also has a 
booth at Alma’s farm mar-
ket downtown on Satur-
days. Cash donations are 
accepted there too.

“This has been a lot of 
fun” Benson said. “Every-
one sees this as “our” good 
news project.”
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a vibrant, welcoming space 
known as the HUB.

Working alongside HUB 
Director of Student Engage-
ment Amy McGinnis, she’s 
poured in the same heart 
that made her a student fa-
vorite behind the counter.

A t  t he  c o r e  o f 
Driessnack’s approach is 
her belief that the best 
thing adults can give stu-
dents isn’t advice—it’s 
presence, listening, and 
connection.

“If you want to support 
a student, the best gift you 
can give is to not offer ad-
vice too quickly,” she said. 
“Ask good questions. Help 
them name their biggest 
challenge. And then con-

nect them with a network 
that can help them grow.”

That network—the vil-
lage—is what the HUB is 
designed to build. Whether 
it’s hands-on learning op-
portunities, peer mentors, 
résumé reviews, or quiet 
encouragement, the HUB 
team helps students say 
yes to support beyond the 
classroom.

“Students succeed when 
they feel seen,” Driessnack 
said. “We want this space 
to feel like home. We want 
them to walk in and know 
they’re not in this alone.”

Driessnack’s student 
team—now 17 strong—
plays a key role in that ex-
perience. Highly trained, 
deeply empathetic, and al-
ways ready to go the extra 
mile, they reflect the cul-
ture she has built: one of 
care, excellence, and em-

powerment.
“One conversation can 

change a student’s en-
tire trajectory,” she said. 
“That’s the honor of this 
work. I don’t want to miss 
a single chance to help 
someone feel more confi-
dent, more capable, more 
connected.”

It’s the same mindset she 
brings to the business resi-
dential college, where first-
year students fast-track 
their development through 
professional programming 
and intentional commu-
nity. For those ready to en-
gage, it’s a game changer.

“They come in and get 
access to everything the 
college offers—just earlier 
and more often,” she said. 
“It’s like drinking from a 
firehose—but with support, 
guidance, and people who 
care.”

When asked what stu-
dents need to hear most, 
Driessnack doesn’t hesi-
tate.

“Normalize the strug-
gle. There will be hard 
days. That doesn’t mean 
you’re not supposed to be 
here,” she said. “Ask for 
help. Learn how to advo-
cate for yourself. And don’t 
be afraid to fail forward.”

Her energy is conta-
gious. Her belief in stu-
dents is constant. And her 
impact is quietly transfor-
mational.

“It’s all about people,” 
Driessnack said. “And if 
we can help our students 
recognize that—if we can 
give them the right ques-
tions and the right con-
nections—then we’re set-
ting them up for a lifetime 
of success, not just a four-
year degree.”
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mental rules for the hu-
mane treatment of both 
combatants and civilians 
during armed conflict.

Author of “Do You 
Know Our Pain?” (Geudae, 
uriui apeumeul aneunga), 
Chung’s memoir will soon 
be available in paperback 
and Kindle editions on 
Amazon.

Chong (1923-2014) re-
counts the harrowing 
experiences of his wife, 
Park Sun Yong (1924-
2025), who survived the 
No Gun Ri incident of 
July 1950, and witnessed 

the “horrific death of 
their two young children 
at the hands of Ameri-
can forces,” May said in a 
press release.

Describing the book as 
a deeply personal memoir, 
May said it offers a sear-
ing exploration of trauma, 
loss, and the long struggle 
for truth and justice.

While the No Gun Ri 
incident took place in the 
earliest weeks of the Ko-
rean War, almost two de-
cades before the more 
widely known My Lai Mas-
sacre, it remained “buried 
in silence for generations,” 
May said.

However, May said, the 
memoir played a key role 
in bringing attention to 

the incident and to the 
investigation by a team 
of Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalists; a joint inquiry 
by the U.S. and Republic of 
Korea governments; and 
eventually the creation of 
the No Gun Ri Interna-
tional Peace Foundation 
and Peace Park.

The No Gun Ri Peace 
Foundation estimates 250 
to 300 were killed, mostly 
women and children.

Edited by and with a 
forward by May, the mem-
oir also features a forward 
by Koo Do Chung, Ph.D., 
president of the No Gun Ri 
International Peace Foun-
dation and son of Eun 
Yong Chung.

“Together, father and 

son waged a decades-long 
campaign to reveal the 
truth, demand account-
ability and advocate for 
those whose voices had 
long been silenced,” May 
said, adding that “Forgot-
ten Pain” “is an ideal text 
to ‘enter the forest’ of the 
Korean War.”

“Chung’s courageous 
testimony places the No 
Gun Ri incident within a 
broader context that in-
vites ref lection on war, 
morality and the evolution 
of humanitarian norms,” 
she said.

The English transla-
tion of the memoir will be 
available June 25 in paper-
back and Kindle on Am-
azon.
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A Tribute to Life.
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Ann Catherine Wun-
derbaum; age 92 of
Mt. Pleasant, formerly
of Henderson, Nevada
passed away Thurs-
day, June 19, 2025 at
MyMichigan Medical
Center of Alma. Ann
was born May 30, 1933
the daughter of Joseph
and Theresa (Hrchka)
Gall. She graduated
from Shepherd High
School in 1952. Ann
married Samuel Wun-
derbaum on August
3, 1972. She worked

at CMU before marrying Samuel. Ann is survived
by many nieces and nephews. She is preceded in
death by her husband Samuel; both her parents;
and siblings Joey, Mary, John, Steve, Rosie, Frank,
and Helen. There will be a funeral Mass Thursday,
June 26 at St. Vincent de Paul at 11 a.m. with
Father Fred Kawka officiating. There will be a vis-
itation Wednesday at Berry Funeral Home from
5-8 p.m. with a vigil service at 7:30 p.m. Interment
will take place at St. Vincent de Paul Cemetery. Me-
morials can be made on behalf of Ann to either St.
Vincent de Paul Church or the Mt. Pleasant Soup
Kitchen.

WUNDERBAUM, ANN CATHERINE

By Kevin Freking
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON >> House and 
Senate Republicans are 
taking slightly different 
approaches when it comes 
to the tax cuts that law-
makers are looking to in-
clude in their massive tax 
and spending cuts bill.

Republicans in the two 
chambers don’t agree on 
the size of a deduction for 
state and local taxes. And 
they are at odds on such 
things as allowing peo-
ple to use their health sav-
ings accounts to help pay 
for their gym membership, 
or whether electric vehicle 
and hybrid owners should 
have to pay an annual fee.

The House passed its 
version shortly before Me-
morial Day. Now the Sen-
ate is looking to pass its 
version.

While the two bills are 
similar on the major tax 
provisions, how they work 
out their differences in the 
coming weeks will deter-
mine how quickly they can 
get a final product over the 
finish line. President Don-
ald Trump is pushing to 
have the legislation on his 
desk by July 4th.

Here’s a look at some 
of the key differences be-
tween the two bills:

Tax break for families
The child tax credit cur-

rently stands at $2,000 per 
child.

The House bill tem-
porarily boosts the child 
tax credit to $2,500 for 
the 2025 through 2028 
tax years, roughly the 
length of President Don-
ald Trump’s second term. 
It also indexes the credit 
amount for inflation be-
ginning in 2027.

The Senate bill provides 
a smaller, initial bump-up 
to $2,200, but the bump is 
permanent, with the credit 
amount indexed for infla-
tion beginning next year.

Trump campaign 
promises

Trump promised on 
the campaign trail that he 
would seek to end income 
taxes on tips, overtime and 
Social Security benefits. 
Also, he would give car buy-
ers a new tax break by al-
lowing them to deduct the 
interest paid on auto loans.

The House and Sen-
ate bills incorporate those 
promises with temporary 

deductions lasting from 
the 2025 through 2028 tax 
years, but with some dif-
ferences.

The House bill creates a 
deduction on tips for those 
working in jobs that have 
customarily received tips. 
The House also provides 
for a deduction for over-
time that’s equal to the 
amount of OT a worker 
has earned.

The Senate bill comes 
with more restrictions. 
The deduction for tips is 
limited to $25,000 per tax-
payer and the deduction 
for overtime is limited to 
$12,500 per taxpayer.

The House and Senate bills 
both provide a deduction of 
up to $10,000 for interest 
paid on loans for vehicles 
made in the United States.

And on Social Security, 
the bills don’t directly 
touch the program. In-
stead, they grant a larger 
tax deduction for Ameri-
cans age 65 and older. The 
House sets the deduction 
at $4,000. The Senate sets 
it at $6,000.

Both chambers include 
income limits over which 
the new deductions begin 
to phase out.

More SALT
The caps on state and lo-

cal tax deductions, known 
in Washington as the SALT 
cap, now stand at $10,000.

The House bill, in a bid 
to win over Republicans 
from New York, California 
and New Jersey, lifts the cap 
to $40,000 per household 
with incomes of less than 
$500,000. The credit phases 
down for households earn-
ing more than $500,000.

The Senate bill keeps 
the cap at $10,000. That’s 
a non-starter in the House, 
but Republicans in the two 
chambers will look to ne-
gotiate a final number over 
the coming weeks that 
both sides can accept.

Medicaid providers
The House bill prohib-

its states from establish-
ing new provider taxes or 
increasing existing taxes. 
These are taxes that Med-
icaid providers, such as 
hospitals, pay to help 
states finance their share 
of Medicaid costs. In turn, 
the taxes allow states to 
receive increased federal 
matching funds while gen-
erally holding providers 
harmless through higher 
reimbursements that off-
set the taxes paid.

WASHINGTON

How Senate Republicans 
want to change the tax 
breaks in Trump’s big bill

By Julie Watson, Jake 
Offenhartz and Claire 
Rush
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO >> Adam Green-
field was home nursing a 
cold when his girlfriend 
raced in to tell him Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement vehicles were 
pulling up in their trendy 
San Diego neighborhood.

The author and podcast 
producer grabbed his iP-
hone and bolted out the 
door barefoot, joining a 
handful of neighbors re-
cording masked agents 
raiding a popular Ital-
ian restaurant nearby, as 
they yelled at the officers 
to leave. An hour later, the 
crowd had grown to nearly 
75 people, with many in 
front of the agents’ vehicles.

“I couldn’t stay silent,” 
Greenfield said. “It was lit-
erally outside of my front 
door.”

More Americans are wit-
nessing people being hauled 
off as they shop, exercise at 
the gym, dine out and oth-
erwise go about their daily 
lives as President Donald 
Trump’s administration ag-
gressively works to increase 
immigration arrests. As the 
raids touch the lives of peo-
ple who aren’t immigrants 
themselves, many Ameri-
cans who rarely, if ever, par-
ticipated in civil disobedi-
ence are rushing out to re-
cord the actions on their 
phones and launch im-
promptu protests.

Arrests are being 
made outside gyms, 
busy restaurants

Greenfield said on the 
evening of the May 30 raid, 
the crowd included grand-
parents, retired military 
members, hippies, and 
restaurant patrons arriving 
for date night. Authorities 
threw flash bangs to force 
the crowd back and then 
drove off with four detained 
workers, he said.

“To do this, at 5 o’clock, 
right at the dinner rush, 
right on a busy intersection 
with multiple restaurants, 
they were trying to make a 
statement,” Greenfield said. 

“But I don’t know if their 
intended point is getting 
across the way they want 
it to. I think it is sparking 
more backlash.”

Previously, many arrests 
happened late at night or 
in the pre-dawn hours by 
agents waiting outside peo-
ple’s homes as they left for 
work or outside their work 
sites when they finished 
their day. When ICE raided 
another popular restau-
rant in San Diego in 2008, 
agents did it in the early 
morning without incident.

White House border 
czar Tom Homan has said 
agents are being forced to 
make more arrests in com-
munities because of sanc-
tuary policies that limit co-
operation with ICE in cer-
tain cities and states. ICE 
enforces immigration laws 
nationwide but seeks state 
and local help in alerting 
federal authorities of im-
migrants wanted for de-
portation and holding that 
person until federal officers 
take custody.

Vice President JD Vance, 
during a visit to Los Ange-
les on Friday, said those pol-
icies have given agents “a bit 
of a morale problem because 
they’ve had the local gov-
ernment in this community 
tell them that they’re not al-
lowed to do their job.”

“When that Border Patrol 
agent goes out to do their 
job, they said within 15 min-
utes they have protesters, 
sometimes violent protest-
ers who are in their face ob-
structing them,” he said.

‘It was like a scene out 
of a movie’

Melyssa Rivas had just 
arrived at her office in 
the Los Angeles suburb 
of Downey, California one 
morning last week when 
she heard the frightened 
screams of young women. 
She went outside to find the 
women confronting nearly 
a dozen masked federal 
agents who had surrounded 
a man kneeling on the pave-
ment.

“It was like a scene out 
of a movie,” Rivas said. 
“They all had their faces 
covered and were stand-
ing over this man who 
was clearly traumatized. 
And there are these young 
girls screaming at the top 
of their lungs.”

As Rivas began recording 
the interaction, a growing 
group of neighbors shouted 
at the agents to leave the 
man alone. They eventually 
drove off in vehicles, with-
out detaining him, video 
shows.

Rivas spoke to the man 
afterward, who told her the 
agents had arrived at the 
car wash where he worked 
that morning, then pursued 
him as he fled on his bicy-
cle. It was one of several re-
cent workplace raids in the 
majority-Latino city.

The same day, federal 
agents were seen at a Home 
Depot, a construction site 
and an LA Fitness gym. It 
wasn’t immediately clear 
how many people had been 
detained.

WASHINGTON

Many Americans are witnessing immigration 
arrests for the first time and reacting
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Melyssa Rivas poses for a photo at a location where she 
witnessed masked federal agents detaining a person earlier 
this month outside Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic 
Church in Downey, Calif., on Friday, June 20, 2025.
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